

RESOLUTION ____________________
ON REDUCING BARNETT SHALE VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS (VOCs)
TO COMPLY WITH THE RATE OF FURTHER PROGRESS REQUIREMENTS
IN THE PROPOSED 2011 DFW STATE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN FOR OZONE


WHEREAS, the the Dallas-Fort Worth non-attainment area for ozone pollution (DFW non-attainment area) failed to meet the 1997 85 parts per billion federal ozone standard and was recently reclassified as a “serious” violator of the federal Clean Air Act; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency must develop control strategies and measures to enable the DFW non-attainment area to achieve compliance with the 1997 85 ppb ozone standard thorough submittal of a complete and adequate State Implementation Plan for Ozone; and

WHEREAS, since 2005 the DFW non-attainment area has experienced and expects to continue a rapid growth in the development of Barnett Shale natural gas and oil resources, and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency have concluded emissions of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are a major source of ozone pollution in the DFW non-attainment area; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has estimated that emissions of VOCs from development of Barnett Shale resources have risen significantly in the last five years, while VOC emissions from every other major source category but one has declined; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has estimated that emissions of VOCs from development of Barnett Shale resources will total over 100 tons per day by 2012, eclipsing on-road mobile sources to become the second largest source category of VOCs in the DFW non-attainment area; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has estimated that total annual emissions of VOC air pollution in the DFW non-attainment area will continue to increase, despite control measures and strategies required by previous DFW State implementation Plans; and

WHEREAS, the emissions of VOCs from development of Barnett Shale resources are unregulated by any previous DFW State Implementation Plan for Ozone; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has previously regulated significant emissions of Nitrogen Oxide, another major ozone precursor, resulting from development of Barnett Shale resources through its new diesel engine rules; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has concluded it must reduce emissions of VOCs between by 140 tons per day in the DFW non-attainment area over the next two years to meet required Rate of Further Progress goals in the 2011 State Implementation Plan for ozone pollution being submitted to meet the 1997 federal ozone standard; and

WHEREAS, an accurate accounting of the impact of new emissions of VOCs from the development of Barnett Shale resources for the purposes of meeting the 2011 DFW State Implementation Plan’s Rate of Further Progress goals requires using a inventory year prior to 2006; and 

WHEREAS, existing control measures for emissions of VOCs from development of Barnett Shale resources (pneumatic valves, vapor recovery, electric compressors, flaring bans, green completions) can reduce VOC pollution by 90% opr more while producing a profit for the operators through the recovery and marketing of otherwise lost products; and

WHEREAS, a consistant regional standard for control of emissions of VOCs resulting from development of Barnett Shale resources that is applicable to all operators throughout the DFW non-attainment area is preferable to the current patchwork of regulations that leave some operators at a competitive disadvantage based on geography and jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, emissions of VOCs resulting from development of Barnett Shale resources, including benzene and formaldehyde, represent a source of concern among many residents living adjacent to oil and gas facilities in the DFW non-attainment area,


NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT THE __________________________________
URGES THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY TO:


Section 1: 	The _______________________recommends that as part of their efforts to meet Rate of Further Progress goals for the 2011 DFW State Implementation Plan of Ozone, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and Environmental Protection Agency implement control measures for emissions of VOCs from the development of Barnett Shale resources throughout the DFW non-attainment area, including pneumatic valves, vapor recovery, electric compresors, flaring bans, and green completions.


Section 2:	We request that our state and federal representatives work with us to see that TCEQ implements VOC controls on gas industry faciltities and equipment in the 2011 DFW State Implementation Plan for Ozone.
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